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SCHOLARLY INTERESTS & my thoughts:

To treasure learning or academic pursuits for beauty, cleverness, and knowledge is to miss the point.  The true function of art and learning is to dispose the heart with desire of going up the mountain. which is what we really wish to do but keep forgetting.   We need to go on until we can see the Good.   Thus the question surfaces: How do we see the Good?   I started my studies some twenty years ago and it was then and still is a search for the Good.  By this I mean an authentic goodness that seeks to go beyond reason, the irrational, the emotions, until we reach the unknown.   We then discover that although we fully understand that reality is contingent and/or formless, there is also an inner self-transcendence that creates a foundation for value and integrates us with all of the above human qualities and with Ultimate Reality.

My study of and teaching a course on Iris Murdoch, was very helpful in understanding The Good.   I related to her character, Hugo, in her novel, Under the Net.   Hugo claimed that the use of language could not reveal Reality or the unutterable particular.  We instantly remove ourselves from the real that “Is” when we speak.   He felt that all theories were a mere ordering of a lesser reality and yet he would or could get excited about every theory as though he adhered to it wholeheartedly.  An inner spark or freshness of mind was apparent in his journey.    I see this paralleling The Good.  It is a formlessness that recognizes an inner spark within and it is precisely this spark that gives value and life to the ideas and theories being addressed.  

       I am able to do this, I can feel each idea, belief, theory to have some token of validity within its core and I can then relate to it with the inner source that uses reason and language, not as a static form, but as the coexisting of form and formlessness that penetrates both the inner and outer worlds.  The following poem depicts this participation. 

Once I looked upon a tree

And could not bring it in to me.

I saw its beauty,

But being separated from it

There in time,

I greatly grieved,

This seclusion will remain

Until joy is found,

And I become myself, God’s mind.

The problem is for mind or consciousness to also be unified within the movement of Form and the formless.  It is here within this movement that our true potentiality is realized and new forms are created.   Murdoch speaks of death, love and chance, the unpredictable and unwilled.   She writes to reveal how these events can suddenly shock us out of our ordered world of fantasy and magical forms.    These forms are illusions because we lack what Murdoch feels, is an inner self-transcendence.  Authentic self-transcendence does not add illusory forms or ideas.  If we lack an inner order, we march out with ideas that construct our outer external worlds and for the most part we connect with these ideas through fantasy and magic which we feel offers us a fortress against the contingent world

       A very important aspect is the form that emerges as the inner source when we adhere to the Good. Murdoch believed in “Degrees of Freedom,” which means that the exercise of our freedom is a small piecemeal business which goes on all the time and not a grandiose leaping about unimpeded at important moments, or as the sudden jumping of the isolated will in and out of an impersonal logical complex.  It is all very well to say that to copy a right action is to act rightly, but what is the form that I am supposed to copy?   The form as reality, must co-exist closely with formlessness, or emptiness.   This allows the unknown to become known while at the same time it also remains as the unknown.   Thus we become God’s mind and the Good now rings true.

       I continue to study and search for the Good.   I have taught the above courses, which have added more depth to my understanding.   I have been fortunate in that I have been able to teach at Universities where, for the most part, I was able to create some of my courses. My latest project is editing a collection of essays using Ken Wilber’s integral philosophy to examine and criticize Literary and Philosophical works.  I will also have an article in the journal “Vision in Action,” December, 2004 issue.  The title of the article is “The Great Nothingness.”

